
 

Commonly referred to as dog salmon due to the appearance of mature males, chum is the 

least sought-after of the Pacific salmon species, though has long provided a food staple 

for coastal peoples due to its abundance in the region. 

 

 

FISH TANK INFORMATION 
 

Questions & Answers: 

 

1. How many eggs were received? 

110 eggs.   
 

2. When were they received? 

Thursday, January 10, 2019. 

 

3. What kind of Salmon are they?    

Chum Salmon 

 

4. How old are they?     

The eggs were 420 ATU (Accumulated Thermal Units) when they arrived at 

Lord Tweedsmuir. They gain 1 ATU for every degree Celsius of the surrounding 

water/per day.  Our tank is currently between 4 and 6 degrees Celsius.   

(1 ATU = 1oC) 
 

5. When can the fish be viewed through the little windows?     

The eggs may be viewed (at any time) QUIETLY through the windows with  

direct ADULT SUPERVISION.  The windows should be closed after viewing.  

 

6. When will the Styrofoam covers be removed?     

The Styrofoam covers will be removed after Spring Break, when the alevin have  

“buttoned up” (become fry) and we begin feeding them. 

 

7. When will they be released?      

Fry will be released late-April/early May. 
 

8. Where will they be released? 

Traditionally at Hume Park (at a tributary to the Brunette River, which flows 

into the Fraser river and eventually out to the Strait of Georgia). 

 
 

Do You Know: Chum Salmon 

 Scientific name: Oncorhynchus keta. 

 Chum salmon are found throughout the Pacific Rim, from Oregon to Alaska and as far afield 

as Japan and Korea.   

 Chum are the poorest jumpers of the Pacific salmon world and waterfalls that do not impede 

any of the other species can often stop their upstream migration. 

 This is a preferred fish for cold-smoking, owing to the low oil content of the flesh. 

Commonly referred to as dog salmon due to the appearance of mature males, chum is the least 

sought-after of the Pacific salmon species, though has long provided a food staple for coastal 

peoples due to its abundance in the region. 

 

 


